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The 32nd Annual Technical Conference of Common-

wealth Association of Tax Administrators (CATA) is

held from September 18 to 23 in Colombo. Over 90 par-

ticipants from various countries including Australia,

Canada, India, Germany, France, China, Zambia,

Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria and others attending the confer-

ence hosted by the Inland Revenue Department. 

These foreign delegates visited the Pinnawala Ele-

phant Orphanage, the Temple of the Tooth (Sri Dalada

Maligawa) and the many other places of interest in

Kandy. 

Joanne Hughes From Australia, said Sri Lanka is a

truly beautiful country to visit. I really enjoyed watching

nature and especially the elephants. The Sri Lankan

environment is unique being one of the worlds bio diver-

sity hot spots. 

“I visited Sri Lanka for the first time and I would like

to come back again. People are very warm,” Jennifer

Morel said. 

The membership of CATA has grown up to 48 coun-

tries; making it the largest organization of its kind in the

world. CATA’s activities now include Annual Technical

Conference and workshop, high quality training pro-

grammes for tax officials in country.  

The main objective of the conference is to increase

capacity and capacity building of Commonwealth coun-

tries.  Over the years, CATA has provided an excellent

opportunity for tax administrators to meet, interact and

discuss emerging tax issues and enhance their skills and

knowledge. 
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