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One Year Remembrance

Mrs. Lene Fernando
Born 1929.12.08
Died  2009.12.14

A thousand times we needed you
A thousand times we cried
If love alone could have saved you
You never would have died
We miss you so much

"May  you attain the Supreme
Bliss of Nibbana"

Affectionately remembered 
and sadly missed by

your everloving Children 

Mrs SEMAGE MADURA
WIJESIRIWARDANA

Beloved wife of K.T. Piyasena Wijesiriwardana,
loving mother of Udith Kamal (K.T.P. Super Market &
Group), Nimali (Australia), Dr Ajith Namal (UK),
Lekha Sandamini, loving mother-in-law of Anusha,
Shiroman (Australia), Namali (UK), Sumith (Cargills
Agrifood), expired and the Cortege leaves residence
27,  “Sandamini”, Maha Ambalangoda Road,

Ambalangoda
on Wednesday 15th December at 5.00 p.m. at

General Cemetery, Ambalangoda. 

K.T.P. Super Market & Restaurant

AMARASINGHE - ANDREW - Beloved husband of late Eugine
Perera (Teacher of St. Francis Sales M.V.), father of Shirani
Rathnayake (Good Shepherd B.V., Nayakakanda), Jude Amaras-
inghe, Priyantha Amarasinghe (Maliban Biscuit Manufacturies),
brother of John Amarasinghe (Malaysia) & Juliet Perera (New
Zealand), father-in-law of Wijesiri Rathnayake (Rtd. Cashier of
University of Kelaniya), Gayani Amarasinghe & Dilanthi
Karunathilake (Samurdhi Division - A.G.A. Office Kelaniya),
passed away on 12th December. Cortege leaves residence 15th
December at 3.30 p.m. 14/669, Jonik Watta, Kohalwila Rd,
Dalugama, Kelaniya.

GUNRATHNA MENIKE - MRS. G.A. of Ratnapura. Beloved
wife of Y. Charles of Karandana, Dammulla, loving mother of Y.
Premarathna (Manager, People’s Leasing Company Limited, Rat-
napura), Kusuma Gunarathna (Teaching Instructor - Fergusson
- Ratnapura), mother-in-law of Malanie Premarathna (former
Chief Government Agent - Ratnapura) and P.L. Gunawardana
(Teaching Instructor - Ratnapura), expired. Funeral takes place
at Weralupa General Cemetery at 3.00 p.m. on Wednesday the
15th. Bereaved husband, children and relations. 5/14
Kospelawinna Road, Weralupa, Ratnapura.

JACOB - MERCY Wife of late Reggie, mother of Horace, Rohan
& Mahesh, mother-in-law of Rajini, grandmother of Shannon &
Tiyan.  Remains lie at Mahinda Funeral Parlour, 591, Galle
Road, Mount Lavinia from 14th Tuesday 9 a.m. onwards.
Cortege leaves the Parlour at 3.30 p.m. for burial at St. John’s
Church, Panadura. 57, School Lane, Nawala.

KAPPAGODA - UPALI DASSANAYAKE (Retired - CTB).
Beloved husband of Mrs Nanda Kappagoda (Base Hospital,
Matale), loving father of Dhanushka (HNB, Kandy), Udaka (Air-
tel), father-in-law of Inoka, grandfather of Piyasha, passed away.
Funeral on Wednesday 15th December at 4.00 p.m. at Matale
Crematorium. Cortege leaves residence 722, Mandandawela,
Matale at 3.00 p.m. 

MENDIS - B.J.B.M.P. - gone to be with Jesus. Precious hus-
band of Girty, father of Marini (Agrarian Services Training Cen-
tre), Surath (Laboratory, Kotahena), Kamini (Carey College),
father-in-law of Patrick (Archives Dept.), Sarath, Senuka. Funer-
al will take place at 3.30 p.m .on 15.12.2010 at Kaleliya Ceme-
tery. 1, Starlinvila, Kaleliya, Ja-ela.

PALIS - Death is announced of M.B. PALIS Retired Senior
Accounting Officer (T.R.I.). Husband of Indrani Palis, father of
Priya Gowry (UK), Vasanthi (T.R.I.), father-in-law of Jerome and
Dr. Sithaharan, grandfather of Shobana, Shane, Gayathri and
Sapphire. Funeral on Wednesday 15th December 2010 at 2.00
p.m. at No.16, Cross St., Nuwara-Eliya.

PANDITHARATNA - N.G. UPALI Beloved husband of Neela,
much loved father of Rajeevee and Eshini, son of late Srima and
N.G.S. Panditharatna of Haldummulla, brother of Amara, Manel
and late Lalith. Cortege leaves A.F. Raymond’s Funeral Par-
lour on 15th December, 2010 at 3.30 p.m. for cremation at
General Cemetery, Kanatte at 4.00 p.m.

SENARATHNA - D.G.B. (Retired Health Services Department)
of 133/17, Kandawatta Road, Nugegoda expired. Funeral
will take place at Kirullapona General Cemetery at 4.30 p.m. on
14.12.2010. Intimated by bereaved wife, daughter, son and
other members of the family.

SIRISENA - W.P. Proprietor, Sandy River Inn, Kandy. Beloved
husband of Mrs Seetha Sirisena, loving father of Champi, Nilmi-
ni, Chunky, father-in-law of Bandula, Sajeewa, Nishantha,
expired. Funeral takes place on Thursday 16.12.2010 at 3.30
p.m. Mahaiyawa General Cemetery. No flowers by request. 55/2,
Medabowala, Kandy. Tel. 0812228184.

WARNAKULASURIYA - JOSEPH TISSERA - Beloved husband
of Jenet Nalani, father of Roy Tissera (Jetwing Travels), Deputy
Chairman of Tourist Board WP, Mala Mereen Tissera, Bonipus
Tissera, Samanmalie Tissera, Nimali Tissera, Rashmi Tissera,
father-in-law of Sandra, Kanthi, Earl Fernando, Tenison Fernan-
do, Indika, Udayanga, Tharaka Perera, grandfather of Harini,
Hashen, Mahesh, Brendon, Dexter, Hashini, Iyandri, Andriya,
Melon, Terrina, Devon, Randela, expired. Burial at Bolawalana
Cemetery on December 14th at 3.30 p.m. No.41, Sri Wickra-
ma Rajasinghe Road, Kurana, Negombo.

XAVIER - HELEN Beloved wife of late Capt. J F Xavier, mother
of Sydney (Retired Civil Engineer UK), Felix (Retired Clinical
Scientist UK), Patricia (Retired Journalist, Lake House / Veer-
akesary), Anton (Canada) and Francis (UK), daughter of the
late Mr & Mrs Anthonisamy, sister of the late Joseph Thambi-
nayagam, Rev. Fr. Victor Rajanayagam, Potperiar Rajanayagam,
Grace Rajanayagam, Aloysius Jayanayagam and Mrs Rita God-
frey, mother-in-law of Annette, Primrose, Nathan, Suganthi and
Ranee, loving grandmother of  Neil, Dushinka, Adora, Dorinda,
Anthony, Alex, Majura, Rekha, Shoba, Abilashini, Sujain, great
grandmother of Damien, Joseph, Jacob, expired. Reamins lie at
A.F. Raymond’s Funeral Parlour, from 10 a.m. on 14th Tuesday.
Cortege leaves A F Raymond’s Parlour on Wednesday 15 Decem-
ber at 4 p.m. for Interment at General Cemetery Kanatte (RC
Section). No. 58, Mayfield Road, Kotahena. 

I was summoned
immediately and with-
out any questioning I
was allowed to perform
my duties. However, by
keeping me locked out of
the office, he sent a sub-
tle message that I need-
ed to arrive before him
every day.  He never
spoke about it. But I still
do, because he was such
a great boss to work for.

Hilarious stories
On another day I was

late for a meeting. I
decided to take a side
entrance, so that he
would not notice me
walking in late. I was
wrong. He had noticed
me walking in stealthily
like a rogue. I was
expecting some kind of
remark. To my sheer
humiliation, he just
looked at his watch. I
could have sunk in my
seat. But by not pulling
me up in front of a
crowd, he taught me to
be punctual.

Athulathmudali was
someone who could
relate to people from all
walks of life. During the
time he and Gamini Dis-
sanayake created Demo-
cratic United National
Front, there was a huge
following behind them.
Once we were travelling
to Polonnaruwa for a
meeting and stopped on
the way to get diesel for
the jeep. Athulathmudali
got off the vehicle and
spoke to about two peo-
ple. Within two to three

minutes, there was a
crowd of over 100 peo-
ple around him. That
was the charisma he had
and to this day, people
remember him for being
a true representative of
the people.

I want to end this trib-
ute with two stories
which are both hilarious
and also show the wis-
dom he had in dealing
with people. A gentle-
man from Ratmalana (I
will not reveal his identi-
ty) once came to see
him. It was very clear
that the person was
drunk and was looking
for an argument with the
Minister. The issue was
real but Athulathmudali
did not want to argue
because he did not want
to reveal certain facts
which could be damag-
ing to other persons con-
cerned. But most of all
he did not want to argue
with someone who was
drunk. He told the gen-
tleman.

Secretary’s office
“Today is not a good

day for me, because I am
drunk. So I am not in a
position to argue or
resolve this issue today.
So, why don’t you come
tomorrow?”.   Since the
Minister was not willing
to have an argument, the
gentleman was com-
pelled to leave. He never
returned. Athulathmu-
dali did not hurt his feel-
ings either. 

This happened when

Athulathmudali held the
portfolio of Trade and
Shipping Minister and
his office was located on
the Seventh Floor of
Rakshana Mandhiraya.
His faithful office aide
the late Sasana Perera,
had accidentally left the
small tap in his office
room half closed on a
Friday. When we
returned to office on
Monday the whole office
was flooded. 

The Minister was
compelled to operate
from his secretary’s
office. The carpets had
to be removed and
cleaned. The cost was so
high. The enquiry
revealed that since it was
Sasana Perera’s respon-
sibility, the cost of clean-
ing should be deducted
from his salary. The cost
would have been a few
thousand rupees which
was a huge amount at
the time. When this was
communicated to
Sasana, he was upset
and angry and stormed
in to Athulathmudali’s
office saying:

“Sir mage padi kap-
panna hadanawa” (sir
they are trying to cut my
salary).

Athulathmudali, as if
he knew nothing about
the incident, enquiry
and the final decision,
retorted.

“Apo! Padi kapanna
denna behe. Eheme
karanna kaatawath
behe” (Cannot allow
salary to be cut. No one

can do that) Sasana then
explained what has hap-
pened and whined that
the Secretary has made a
decision to recover the
cost from his salary.
Athulathmudali still pre-
tending not to know the
issue, asked the enquiry
file to be brought. He
read it carefully and told
Sasana:

“Sasana, you must go
and thank the Secretary
for only deducting the
cost from your salary,
because according to the
inquiry recommenda-
tions, you must be
sacked. So the Secretary
sir has been very kind to
you and has reversed
that decision. Isn’t it bet-
ter to have a salary cut
than to lose your job?”

Sasana was more than
happy to pay the cost of
damage from his salary,
than to lose his job. To
this day, I marvel at the
way he handled people.
Such emotional intelli-
gence. A friend of mine
who listened to all these
stories said, ‘You are a
very fortunate person to
have worked with such a
great man.’ 

Indeed I am.  And on
his birth anniversary, all
I can say is that I am
truly glad that he was
born in this country and
allowed us to witness
and learn from his great
leadership qualities and
leave a legacy behind as
a genuine representative
of the people.

Concluded

Emotional intelligence of... From page 9

Principals have to
make a request at
school level for the
students to visit the
power plants. cour-
tesy news.lk

For Information
and reservations the
visitors should con-
tact the Deputy Gen-
eral Manager of the
Hydro Power Plants -
Kelanitissa on 011
2437426 and 011
2423897,
Samanalaweva on
011 2392248 and 011
2424365, Victoria  on
081 2224568 and 081
2235431 and
Wimalasurendra  on
051 2232083 and 051
2232085.

Hydro
plants...
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He added that Samur-
dhi Officers are entrust-
ed with a responsibility
to uplift the people who
are living below the
poverty line.

The President also
commended the service
of Samurdhi Officers to
the Government and the
country during the past
15 years.

He added that the vil-
lages and the people in
rural areas are witness-
ing the rays of develop-
ment with the end to 30
years of terrorism that
engulfed the entire
country. 

President Rajapaksa
stressed that the Samur-
dhi beneficiaries are
dependent on subsidies.

“The Samurdhi Offi-
cers should remove the
mentality of dependency
and help them to build
their own lives,” he
added.

He was of the opin-
ion that Samurdhi
Development and Agri-
cultural Research Pro-
duction Assistants
should discharge their

duties and responsibili-
ties according to their
conscious.

Agrarian Services
Minister S M Chan-
drasena, Economic
Development  Deputy
Minister Lakshman
Yapa Abeywardena and
Western Province Gov-
ernor Alavi Mowlana
also spoke.
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The President asked
what would happen to
the country if the leaders
are involved in dishon-
ouring the country’s
national anthem. “No
body should be allowed

to destroy our culture
and its rich values,” he
added.  He requested the
Samurdhi officers to play
a more active role to pre-
vent this situation in
their village and area.

The President was of the
view that this culture of
disrespecting the  coun-
try’s  national flag and
the national anthem
should be prevented from
seeping into the Sri

Lankan society. He said
the national anthem and
flag belong to all, irre-
spective of their racial ,
religious and other differ-
ences and all people
should honour it.

Leaders should... From page 1

The victims of the
murder were Vasantha
Kumari Chandrasekera,
her children Ramesh
Madushan Dissanayake,
9, Isanka Sewmini Dis-
sanayake, 7, and a neigh-

bour’s child named Dil-
shan, 10. On the day of
the incident the soldier
had left home on his
motorcycle on the pre-
text of reporting back to
work at his camp but he

had returned the same
night surreptitiously
and hacked the wife to
death with a manna
knife. The three children
who witnessed the inci-
dent had also been

hacked to death in an
effort to eliminate any
eyewitnesses to the
murder. The suspect
was due to be produced
in Court. Investigations
are continuing.

Father of two... From page 1


