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T
iger Woods was at
the helm of the list
of highest earning

sportspeople in the world.
Although he had some ups
and downs, no one suc-
ceeded in going beyond
him.

Here is the top 10 list of
the highest earning sports-
people from 2010. 

Topped by Tiger Woods,
who earned $105 million,
down slightly on his previ-
ous year’s earnings. New to
this list is Floyd May-

weather, and straight to
no.2.

These are the top 10 ath-
letes taken from the Forbes
List of The World’s 50 Top-
Earning Athletes. The
earnings estimates are
assumed to be the same as

for previous years - for the
period June 2009 to June
2010. Totals include
salaries, bonuses, prize
money, endorsements and
appearance fees. See also
the top earning lists from
other years.

Ranking Name Sport Total points

1 Michael Jordan Basketball 150

2 Tiger Woods Golf 127

3 Michael Schumacher Auto racing 106

4 Shaquille O’Neal Basketball 71

5 Mike Tyson Boxing 52

6 Oscar De La Hoya Boxing 50

7 Kobe Bryant Basketball 37

8 Phil Mickelson Golf 35

9 Evander Holyfield Boxing 34

10 David Beckham Soccer 33

11 Ayrton Senna Auto racing 23

12 Arnold Palmer Golf 22

13 Grant Hill Basketball 22

14 Kimi Raikkonen F1 racing 22

15 Andre Agassi Tennis 21

16 Jack Nickalus Golf 19

17 Dale Earnhardt NASCAR 18

18 Lennox Lewis Boxing 18

19 Riddick Bowe Boxing 16

20 Sergei Federov Ice hockey 16

Tiger Woods may have dropped $9 mil-
lion in earnings from last year but he is
still the number one golfer on tour.

In spite of his scandalous year, advertis-
ers dropping like flies and nary a win in
sight, Tiger Woods earned a whopping
$90.5 million: only $20 million in “salary”
from PGA Tour standings but $70 million
from endorsements! In spite of being

dropped by Gatorade, ATT and Accen-
ture (see below), Woods’ $10 million
FedEx Cup bonus helped keep him in the
number one position on the “Fortunate
50”, ahead of Mickelson, LeBron James
and Alex Rodriguez, whose Yankees
salary of $33 million with only $4 million
in endorsements barely halves Woods’
home run.

Floyd Mayweather now
ranks second to Tiger Woods
as the highest grossing ath-
lete. Mayweather is the sec-
ond highest grossing athlete
in the last 12 months.

How much money did
Money Mayweather earn? It
is $65 million. 

Mayweather’s paychecks
were $25 million for the Juan
Manuel Marquez fight
(September 2009) and $40
million for May’s Shane
Mosley fight. Manny Pac-
quiao ranked 9th on the list
from fights against Miguel
Cotto and Joshua Clottey.

Kobe Bryant signed a
three-year, $83.5 million
extension in April with the
Los Angeles Lakers that will
make him the highest-paid
player in the NBA. He will
be only the second player in
NBA history with a $30 mil-
lion salary (Michael Jordan

in the late ‘90s was the
first). His salary this past
year was $23 million. Bryant
led the Lakers to their fifth
title since 2000. 

Everybody likes a winner:
Bryant’s jersey is the NBA’s
top seller in the U.S., China
and Europe.

The American profes-
sional golfer has won four
major championships and a
total of 38 events on the
PGA Tour. 

He has reached a career
high world ranking of 2nd
in multiple years. He is
nicknamed “Lefty” for his

left-handed swing, even
though he is otherwise
right-handed. 

According to estimates
by Fortune Magazine,
Mickelson’s income for
2007 was over $51 million,
with $47 million coming
from endorsements.

David Beckham remains the
highest-earning football player in
the world, for the third year run-
ning, according to Forbes maga-
zine.

The 35-year-old earned $40m
(£26m) in 2009, with about 80%
of that coming from sponsors such

as Adidas, Giorgio Armani and
Motorola. However, Beckham is
expected to lose major sponsor-
ship money this year because he
will miss the World Cup in South
Africa after tearing his achilles in
March playing for Milan when on
loan from LA Galaxy.

Highest earning sportspeople

1. Tiger Woods Golf USA 105

2. Floyd Mayweather Boxing USA 65

3. Kobe Bryant Basketball USA 48

4. Phil Mickelson Golf USA 46

5. David Beckham Soccer UK 43.7

6. Roger Federer Tennis Switzerland 43

7. LeBron James Basketball USA 42.8

8. Manny Pacquiao Boxing Philippines 42

9. Eli Manning American Football USA 39.9

10. Terrell Suggs American Football USA 38.3

Floyd Mayweather 

Kobe Bryant

This is the all-time highest
paid sportspeople’s list. Surpris-
ingly the legendary Basketball
star Michael Jordan is on top
even after years passed from his
retirement, earning more than
$23 million than the current
table leader Tiger Woods. The
calculations had been done after
combining all the lists by giving
10 votes for being on the top of
a list, and one less for each rank
below that (e.g. 1 vote for being
10th on the list). If two or more
athletes were known to tie for a

position, the points were shared
equally. Only the top 20 position
are shown here. 

Considering that Michael Jor-
dan has appeared on 18 of these
top 10 lists (7 times in top posi-
tion) and Tiger Woods has
appeared on 14 of the lists (top
position 9 times), there is no
surprise seeing these two battle
for the top of this master list.
Tiger Woods is expected to con-
tinue to gain points, but maybe
not as many as he has in the
past.

Jordan on top 
of all-time list

Tiger Woods

Phil Mickelson

David Beckham
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