Seoul on a bright sunny morning, The
transition from developing to a devel-

- pace saw us at the centre of
Seoul. A blend of East and West,

West, tradition and
modernity, technology
and age-old wisdom
-that is Seoul, the
capital of the

uspassoge  Republic of Korea.
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_ to high-tech fefdom,

mmmpizlwen tary of Miso
(Beautiful smile), a rusite damsel n

Windews

without taking in Miso.

Seoul with a history of 600 years,
though relatively short by S Lankan
stendards, is nevertheless several
hundred yeams older than New York or

A pine tree of equal age in the
premises of the Superior Court beans
testimony Lo the city's age.

‘The city s bifurcated inte north and
south by the rver Han (Great River)
which runs from West to East. Twenty
seven beautiful bridges that cross the
Han and the sky bridges connecting
thein in a myriad
of paths at
multiple levels
immpmdmn

fil land-

a Jigsaw puszle without a single nadl
being used. Incidentally he has visited
811 Lanka (oo and studied 8ri Lankan
arts and crafls.

No vislt 1o Seoul will be
without a ride in the cable car to the
Seoul tower that slands atop the
Namesan Mountain at 242 metres
above sea level.

The tower at 1ts zenith Is 479 metres
above sea level. A 360 degree pan-
oramic view of Seoul could be seen

across the city from West to Bast in

the city centre that flows into the

Han. It s a modern artificlal stream
on the slie of an original stream that
was closed with concrete by the Japa-
nese during their cocupation. IL was
President Lee Myung-bak who initlated

Beoul, not content with its achieve-
ments plans 1o be a ity of the future.
Named World Designer City 2010
Seoul eyes the future with a hope to
becomme a global technology and
Culture hub. In line with the modern
trend Seoul intends to be a full-fedged
green clly. Mynywmm

with intricate carvings that fit inlo
different mosaie filled walls, doors and
windows is a treat lo the eye. Masier

scape of the cily
‘besides being the
arteries of com-
merce and life.

“Traditional

Horean houses
built on Confia-
clan principles
and modern.
lqghumimﬂnmﬁmnmmdso('apm-
ments together with skyscraper budld-
ings form the city sky line.

Scoul Is a planned cily where the
phamshmbmmmshmw

Lhmughnﬁ:imm Massive stone,
cement, ron and steel structures
blend with tradiional wooden homes

goers daily in the heart of Seoul. Itis
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the project when he was Mayor of
Seoul.

The soul of Seoul lies with its people,
a fendly and hospitable lot. They are
overily polite and have an inclination
o offer the best to their guests. They
relish food, the traditional
dishes and want their visitors to oy
cach and every one of the several

A scene from the musical Miso




