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e telephane rang ance, The Beddia, who is the fownder of Buddhicn, told his dicsiples
twice,and then thiice.

an unfamifiar voice at the
other end. He spoke in
Sinhalese, but didn't sound
fluent inthe

Then | realized he was a S

nad made a certain number
of ‘green cards' avallable
thraugh a lottery system.
But when he arrived in Los.
Angeles, United States
immigration refused him
entry to the country
because he did not have a
SPONSGH or money to
support himself. He refused
to go back to 56 Lanka, as
e had arrived fegally, so
the oniy aitemative was to
send him to 2 detention
camp.

Muthuswami was ina
quandary. He had called a
man named Joseph, whasa
telephone number had
been given to him by ane
of hisfriends in St Lanka.
Joseph was notina
position to help him, so

tng that | might be able to
do saomething for him.

i collected the necessary
nformation and then
called two Tamil gentlemen
who are weil-known as

California. They listered to
Muthuswami's storyand
promised to call me back.
After waiting one day and
not hearing from them, [
decided o give them acall.
Unforzunately, they
axpressed no interast
whatsoever In
Muthuswami's case.

i decided to contacta close
Tamll frlend of mine to get
hls opinion, He encouraged
meto help Muthuswami,
wharmn he did not know
personally, and he even
sald that he would pay
tegal fees if necessany.

| contacted a lawyer | knew
who worked with immigra-
tion cases and handed the
case over 1o her. She asked
¥ lwould be willing to

all I saw was a man in need
of my help, so | obliged.
T days later the attomey

to revove all soolal Labels onos they join the order, Many rivers
with differant wanmes flow Dakp the ocean s one body of
water, Furtheruore, ke taugit us that wisdom and
conpassion must e the driving forces bthing all our
aotlons. e lnstrueted ws to treat all Living selngs

called me and said that1

had to appear In court 1o

wvouch for Muthuswamil and

tell the judge that | was.

wiliing ta be responsible for  heart and that he would, in
him.When the appainted fact, be someone who

day came, | met the coutd fit into Unhed States

attorney and saclety pasitive
inthe courtroom. Thiswas  contrioution.

the first time | had actualty During the cross-

seen him n person, even
though | couidn't yet speak
to him. The authorities
escortad him %o the
defanse table;he was belng
treated like a prisoner.

examination the immigra-
tan lawyer asked me
wihether | was a Sinhalese
e aTamil. | replled that |
wras a Buddhlst monk He
wanted me to answer his

But since 1 am a Buddnist
imonk, | am nat tled to any
race”
*Explain that statement,”
demanded the judge.
*The Buddna, who is the
founder of Buddhism, told

When | looked at Muthus- question, but | gave him his disciples to removeall

wamil,| could see at once mmamr again. social labels ance they Join
that my % about him the arder. Many rivers with
had been correct. His face Mmpdaimed mmewﬂge differant names fiaw inta

told me that he wasan Enat e witness was nat the acean as cne body of

honest man with 2 good water.

to

with firness and to destroy the barriers of class,
oreed avdl race among all the peoples of the world,

what | must now show to
them.

Thank you?

The foliowing are the
Buddha's words an loving
kindness:

Saffron Days in LA

Tales of a Buddhist Monk in America

Ven.Walpola Piyananda Thera, Founder and
Viharadhipati of Dhamma Vijaya Buddhist Vihara in Los Angeles,

California shares his expetience of life in America in his maiden

1 ImenrymrkSafhundaysnLus Angeles, which we are privileged

compassion characteristic of a Buddha putra he dispassionately
unravels the trials and travails of the life of a Buddhist monk in an
alien country captivating the hearts and minds of the reader.
The stories in the collection reveal the complex, contradictory,
Jjoyous, painful, intriguing and inspiring aspects of human

| cendition and the power of true compassion.

| i Lankin from the upcountry Tamil community
to find a newlife in the United States.

Skilled in good, wishing
toal
a state of calm, so should
one behave:
able, upright, perfectly
upright,
open-minded, gentle, free
from pride.
Contented, easily
supportable,
with few dutles, of right
livellhood:
controlled In senses,
discreet,
resarved, not greedily
attached to famlly.
One should not commit a
ht wrong,
that wise persons might
that there be happlness
security;
may all belngs be happy-
Whatever beings there
timid, strong and all
7 he lady attomey who had .
represented Muthuswami long, or huge,
spoke up and sald that she average, short, or large;
waould be happy to collect
some llzerature from my Seen or unsean,
temple and deliverittothe  living near or Far,
judge herself He thanked born or coming to birth:
taught us that wisdom and and then ondered Muthus rme and sald he looked may all belngs be happy-
compassion bethe wam! b vBr to i
driving forces behind all me, After the judge imumemmhetemp\e
our actions. He Instructed concluded the case, ha with Let
ustotreatall living belngs  asked me if | would stay dedoedmﬂlmme ‘another,
with faimess and to destroy - behind for him feel nor desplse anyone
the barriers of class, creed he could talk 10 me mmplamimmum
and race among all the personalty. Raja, warning him to keep nelther Inanger nor il
pecples of the woarld.” The judge approached me his identity as a2 Tamll a
The judge listened carefully  and sald, "l was very sacret. Unfortunataly, there should one wish another
and asked whethar | was Impressed by your answers s still a great deal of
able to financlally support on the witness stand today.  tension between the
Muthuswami. Day after day people stand vartous ethnic factlons in As a mother would sk
“Yes, Your Honour, | am able befare me wha are victims 5d Lania, her own life
Hirg P him,"  ofids Inafewweeks Iwasablete  to pratecther only child,
I replied. orm&qﬁunmmm find him a job. He eventu- so should one, to all
The Judge afly moved into his own
matter for a few moments, others because of strong place and saved enough cultlvate a boundiess
cultural beliefs that money 1o bring his family heart.
sometimes even lead to over from 5ef Lanka. He is.
violence. What you spoke new leading a comfortable Let one's love pervade
about today was all about 1ife in Los Angeles. whole
Inclusion and unity.Thisisa  Later] learned that Muthus-  world, without any
very wami was
the world.* of an Indian tea plcker. | ‘above, below and across,
I repliad,“In the Metta Sutta,  reflected that ps ft free of
or5utta of Loving Kindness,  was his ancestry that was. enmity, hostility.
the Buddha talks about 2 Iooked down upon by the
mother protecting heronly  Tamil soclal workers who Standing, walking, sitting,
child. He instructs us to igns of orlying H
protect every other being compassion. In truth, awake,
Ina similar way. It isthe way ~ Muthuswamiis a gem ofa one should develop
of Buddhism to - person wha s ever grateful  mindfulness,
‘strate compassion and to me for helping him out as this Is the highest
loving kindness for every- when no one alss would. aboade.
today. With calm and ane, regardless of who or He sa Hindu and his wife is
what they are or have a Catholic, but both of Not falling Inta error,
been.* them want thelr children to
“vou b de me very follow th rpipr TRy
curiaus to learmn mone jpath of the Budcha, Insight;
abaut the Buddhist He oftan says to me when giving up attachment to
Vi I L I i sense desires,
more information?*asked weren't far you, Bhante, | one {5 not agaln subject
afellow the judge eagerly. would never be able to to birth.

Next week
The Disciple who Jumped over the cliff

A general view of Los Angeles
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